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Dates To Remember

May 2026

May 7th -Child Cognition Lab Here  
May 10th - Mother’s Day

May 15th - International Family Day
May 18th - School is Closed for Victoria Day
May 20th - Annual General Meeting 6:30 to

8:00pm
June 9th - Year End Picnic

June 15th-19th - Last week of School for the
summer.

Snack and Lunch Menu # 
Each Week

    It’s hard to believe that we are nearing the end of our 2025-2026 school year! 
Now it’s time to celebrate the wonderful and memorable year that we have had together. 

On Tuesday, June 9th is our Year End Family Picnic! 
 

Our Year End Family Picnic will begin at 5:30pm.All family members and friends are welcome to
attend, and we invite current families and new families who are joining our St. John’s

Community in the fall. 

 Please bring a picnic dinner for your family to enjoy and we will provide some light snacks and
fruit.  Please bring a blanket or lawn chairs as this event will be outside on the lawn if the

weather cooperates. 

Erick Traplin will be here and starting his show at 6:00pm.  There is no cost to attend this event.

We hope to see everyone that night!   
                      

YEAR END PICNIC

April  27 - May 1        Week # 4 
May 4 - May 8            Week # 1
May 11 - May 15        Week # 2
May 19 - May 22        Week # 3
May 25 - May 29        Week # 4



Recent Renovations

St. John’s Nursery School is excited about their recent renovations. The Nursery School board
committed to updating a space for the educators.   These improvements have made a meaningful

difference in our day-to-day experience, creating an environment that is not only more
functional, but also warm and welcoming space for educators, students, and volunteers. 

Having a thoughtfully designed space to gather, plan, and recharge has strengthened our sense
of community as educators. It allows us to collaborate more easily, stay organized, and feel

supported in the important work we do with children and families. The changes reflect a deep
understanding of what educators need to thrive.  This investment in our workspace sends a clear

message that we are valued, respected, and an integral part of the St. John’s community. It
fosters a strong sense of belonging and pride in the work we do each day. 

Thank you to the board for this wonderful space.

Inspiration wall and cozy area for relection. Kitchen area organized with coffee and tea!

Sharing our CQI Commitment. Organized material storage and meeting area.



We are seeing warmer days, and we will
be spending more time outdoors on

the playground. Please ensure that you
apply sunscreen on your child before

bringing them to school in the morning.
If you arrive at school and have

forgotten to apply sunscreen, we have
a spare bottles on the playground that

you can use.
 Educators will apply sunscreen

throughout the morning as needed and
afternoon when UV is 6 or higher. 

St John’s will supply SunZone
sunscreen with a SPF 50. 

You signed consent back when you
registered. 

On Monday June 1st Early Childhood Educators
from around the region will be attending the

appreciation night. Educators will be treated with
a guest speaker, dinner, and door prizes. The

Educators are looking forward to this evening
together and networking with other educators

from around the region. 
Marianne is on the committe and her husband Rob

will be the DJ for the event.

Community ECE Appreciation Event
for Our Staff

Sunscreen

Board Update

We are hoping we can connect families before all the
graduates go off to big school in September. We are

also trying to connect returning families over the
summer months along with what program they will

be in next year, either half day morning preschool or
our 6-hour program. Your information will only be

shared with participating families. 
If you are interested in sharing information with

other families, please specify the following and send
to Marianne; 

Your child’s name
Your name and email or phone number you
would like to share 
Name of the big school attending or program
they will be in next year at St. John's 

Once we get the information we will only share with
families who agreed to share their info. 

Staying Connected

We are sad to say goodbye to the
following board members
Alister (School Secretary) 

Erin and Emily

Thank you for being a part of our board
of directors and your amazing dedication

to 
St. John’s! 

All families are welcome to join us at our
Annual General Meeting on: 

Wednesday May 20th
6:30pm-8:00pm. 

We will close the 2025 budget and vote
in new members for the 2026-2027

school year. This meeting will be held at
the Nursery School in our staff room.

 
We would like to ask if any new parents
would like to join the Board for the next
school year. If you are interested please

reach out to Christine. 

Bachlor of Education Students

We will have a new group of Bachlor of Education students from
Wilfred Lauier University starting with us April 27 - May 8 . th

We welcome Allison, Grace and Jeremy, along with Patricia joining
us from Algonquin College. We are looking forward to getting to
know them and having them spend time learning alongside the

children in our environment.



Celebrating All Families: Honoring International Family Day
At St. John’s, we are committed to fostering an inclusive, welcoming environment that reflects the diversity
of all the families that belong to your community. As part of our ongoing dedication to diversity, equity, and
inclusion (DEI), we will be shifting our focus on some upcoming spring celebrations.  
Rather than observing traditional Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, we are excited to celebrate International
Family Day. This approach allows us to honor and recognize the many different family structures within our
St. John’s community, whether children are supported by single parents, grandparents, guardians, foster
families, same-gender parents, or other important caregivers.
We believe that every child’s family is unique and worthy of celebration. By embracing International Family
Day, we aim to ensure that all children and all families feel seen, respected, and included, and that no one
feels left out or different because of their family dynamic.
Our classrooms will take part in activities that encourage children to express appreciation for the special
people in their lives, whoever they may be. These moments will focus on love, connection, and belonging,
which are at the heart of what makes a family.
We appreciate your support as we continue to grow as an inclusive community. If you have any questions or
would like to share more about your family, we always welcome your input.

International Family Day

Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our recent parent survey. We truly appreciate your
input and are grateful for the many positive comments and kind words shared about our educators. Your

feedback means a great deal to our team, and we look forward to sharing these encouraging messages with
them.

We also wanted to highlight a few updates and changes we are making based on your feedback:
Lunch Program: Beginning in September, we will be changing our lunch caterer to Stonecrock. We are
excited about this transition and look forward to offering a refreshed menu for the children.
Morning Communication: To improve communication, we will be implementing SMS alerts to notify
families when we begin the day indoors due to weather conditions.
School Refresh: We are exploring plans to refresh our school environment. This may include painting,
adding new signage to make classrooms easier to find, and enhancing our outdoor space with new
materials for play and learning.
Family Communication & Documentation: As a team, we will be reviewing how we document
children’s learning and how we share updates with families, with the goal of improving clarity and
connection.

We also wanted to address a few common questions:
Extended Hours: We received inquiries about extending our program hours. At this time, our license
through the Ministry of Education allows us to operate for a maximum of six hours per day, which we
must adhere to.
Program Growth: We are excited to share that we are looking to expand our preschool rooms to
welcome an additional 8 children. Additionally, we have been asked by the Region of Waterloo to
include 2 crisis spots in our program to support families in need within our community.

Thank you again for your continued support and partnership. Your feedback helps guide our growth and
ensures we are providing the best possible experience for your children and families.

Parent Survey Results

First Riders On The Bus

For children heading to JK or SK – they can register for the first riders program to learn about riding on a
school bus.  

First Riders Program - Student Transportation Services of Waterloo Region



Our April parent coffee chat was a huge success with lots of resources about Anxiety provided for
families.  We have attached the handouts received to this newsletter.  Our guest Aimee provided some

great children book titles to help support children’s regulation.  We have ordered the books she
suggested to add to our school library.  

Aimee VanKoughnett, MSW RSW
Child, Youth & Family Therapist, Certified Play Therapist (CPT)

Mental Health Consultant and Trainer 

Thank you Aimee for joining us 

Welcome Back Emilia

Anxiety workshop updates

Some families may recoginize this smiling
face. Emilia was a student with us and also
worked as a supply educators with us last

year. She will  return to our team in May as a
supply educator. Please welcome her when

you see her around the school. 
Welcome back to the team Emilia! 

Cozy Coupe Cars 

Is your family looking for a cozy coupe car for your
home?  We have some “well-loved and well used” cozy

coupe cars we are looking to rehome.  Let us know if
your interested and we would be happy to give to a St.

John’s family 
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